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CHUMASH HOST MEETING WITH CALTRANS TO SUPPORT GAVIOTA CREEK STEELHEAD  

The Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians recently hosted a meeting to discuss how to make progress on re-
storing steelhead to Gaviota Creek. The meeting was chaired by Kenneth Kahn, Tribal Chairman, and attend-
ed by 14 people, including State Assemblymember Monique Limon, Third District Supervisor Joan Hartmann, 
Caltrans District 5 Supervisor Tim Gubbins, and CRC’s Executive Director Doug Campbell. 

Gaviota Creek offers the best opportunity to re-
store a healthy population of steelhead anywhere 
on the Gaviota Coast. Efforts to restore the creek’s 
steelhead go back 35 years or more and the 
chance of success is enhanced by the Chumash 
participation. While Caltrans has agreed to take 
over the project, originally begun by CRC and our 
partners, they continue to insist that they will only 
remove the lower 5 barriers in Gaviota Creek, 
which opens up only 1500 feet of new habitat to 
fish. There are more than 20 miles of potential 
habitat in the watershed  blocked by the 16 Cal-
trans barriers. (Watershed map found here.) 

Gubbins did agree that Caltrans will consider all 16 
of their barriers in their Project Initiation Docu-
ment (PID) but said that they would leave it up to CRC to 
find the tens of millions of dollars that Caltrans says they would need to do the work necessary to remove all 
the barriers. The earliest that Caltrans would actually remove the lower five fish barriers would be in 2025. 
We continue to demand that Caltrans adopt an accelerated schedule to remove all 16 of their barriers. Any-
thing less will not allow the timely recovery of the steelhead population in Gaviota Creek. 

Grrr, it’s a bear...when you have an argument with your 

neighbors. Coastal Ranches Conservancy was founded on the 
principle that public and private interests can and must work 
together to conserve the Gaviota Coast. Our vision prioritizes 
cooperation among the stakeholders as the best way to find 
solutions and make progress.  

We don’t relish having to call-out the agencies that we have 
long been trying to collaborate with. In the eight years CRC has 

worked on restoring the Gaviota Creek watershed, we have found that cooperation with the public agencies 
that have a large impact on this watershed has not translated into the kind of progress we had hoped for. In 
addition, we see that by continuing to conduct “business as usual” these agencies are at times harming the 
watershed, instead of protecting it. If we are going to restore this watershed, we have no other choice but to 
hold them accountable.  

One of the five barriers Caltrans has agreed to remove. 

http://coastalranchesconservancy.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/DRAFT-gaviota-watershed-plan-update-2.5.pdf


SUPERVISORS PUNT ON PROPOSAL TO ADD WILDLIFE PASSAGE 

On September 1, the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors heard an appeal of the Gaviota Culvert Pro-
ject filed by Coastal Ranches Conservancy (CRC) and the Gaviota Coast Conservancy (GCC) and voted 4 to 1 
to send the project back to Caltrans for a re-design to incorporate wildlife passage. At their September 22 
meeting, they reversed themselves and voted unanimously to approve the project without wildlife passage. 
The project is to replace an existing culvert that conveys Canada del Barro, a stream just west of the Gaviota 
County Fire Station, under Highway 101. We were able to show convincingly that there are large numbers of 
wildlife in the immediate area, especially deer, and that the number of road-killed wildlife at this location is 
in the top 15% of all locations state-wide. In other words, this is a major “road-kill hotspot”. 

So why did the Supervisors flip on their decision? Some say that Caltrans is just too powerful. Others that 
the Board feared a lawsuit from Caltrans if the project was sent back and that, if the project was going to be 
appealed to the Coastal Commission, then they could take the “heat”. Whatever the reason, one good thing 
has come out of our appeal 
and that is a promise from 
Caltrans to conduct a study 
of the Gaviota Pass area for 
wildlife pathways. 

Caltrans failed to evaluate 
road kill or the presence of 
wildlife at the culvert project 
location prior to commenc-
ing design. They also failed 
to follow their own internal 
guidelines found in the 
“Caltrans Wildlife Crossing 
Guidance Manual”. Had they 
done so from the beginning, 
we believe the project 
would have incorporated 
provisions for wildlife at a 
minimal cost.  

You can view our wildlife 
roadkill study on this page. 

 

Road Kill Hot Spot Adjacent to Culvert Project 

Two of the many Camera Trap photos 

taken by CRC at the mouth of old Gaviota 

Culvert showing high numbers of wildlife, 

esp. deer. Bobcat on the left. Culvert has 

filled in and needs replacement. 

http://coastalranchesconservancy.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/ccber-wildlife-data-gaviota-final-report-12-17_rc.pdf


CRC FILES WATER RIGHTS COMPLAINT WITH STATE WATER BOARD 
 

CHALLENGES STATE PARK’S AND CALTRANS USE OF GAVIOTA CREEK WATER 
 

After investigating the use of Gaviota Creek water by Gaviota State Park and the Caltrans Roadside Rest are-
as at the Gaviota Pass, Coastal Ranches Conservancy (CRC) 
came to the conclusion that this diversion of creek water 
does not have the proper Stream Water Diversion permits 
from the State Water Board or a Stream-Bed Alteration Per-
mit from the California Department of Fish and Wildlife. 
After bringing this matter to State Park’s attention, and re-
ceiving no meaningful response, CRC filed a complaint with 
the State Water Board. 

The complaint alleges that since at least 1988, Gaviota State 
Park has diverted 4 million gallons of water per year and up 
to 7 gallons per minute of water from a spring that is a tribu-

tary to Gaviota Creek. The loss of this much water from the normal flows in Gaviota Creek, especially during 
our recent droughts, may have severely impacted the species of endangered fish found in Gaviota Creek as 
well as other wildlife dependent on a good flow of creek water. If State Parks had applied for the proper per-
mits, they would have had conditions placed on their legal use of water to protect these species. In fact, 
State Parks was notified by the Water Board in 1988 that they must have a permit before diverting stream 
water but apparently failed to follow 
through and receive the necessary per-
mit.   

In response, the Water Board asked 
CRC for supporting information, which 
we provided, demonstrating conclu-
sively that a diversion permit was re-
quired. The Water Board then told us 
that it will be some time before they 
can address our complaint due to the 
number of other outstanding com-
plaints they are processing.  CRC will 
track their progress on our complaint 
and report back. 

See this page for more information on 
our water rights complaint. 

Please Donate…. 

Coastal Ranches Conservancy is in its 17th year of supporting nature conservation, restoration, and educa-

tion along the Gaviota Coast. We depend on your financial support to continue our work. Follow us on Fa-

cebook and please donate on our website with PayPal or send a check to: 

          68 Hollister Ranch Rd., Gaviota, CA 93117 – Phone (805) 567-5957 

   A California Non-Profit 501(c)(3) Organization   Federal Tax ID 68-0554135 

Native Fish Species 

 Found in Gaviota Creek 

1. Southern Steelhead– endangered 

2. Tide Water Goby– endangered 

3. Partially Armored 3 Spine Stickleback 

4. Arroyo Chub– rare species of “high con-
cern” 

Water storage and treatment facilities near 

Gaviota Hot Springs trailhead utilize water 

diverted illegally from Gaviota Creek. 

http://coastalranchesconservancy.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/2020-06-24-state-board-petition.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/CoastalRanches/ad_center/?refSource=pages_manager_barC:/Users/Doug/Documents/2015_07_23
https://www.facebook.com/CoastalRanches/ad_center/?refSource=pages_manager_barC:/Users/Doug/Documents/2015_07_23
http://www.coastalranchesconservancy.org/
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SUPPORTING NATURE CONSERVATION,  

RESTORATION, AND EDUCATION ON THE GAVIOTA COAST 

GAVIOTA STATE PARK FAILS TO MAINTAIN FISH PASSAGE AS REQUIRED BY PERMIT 

In 1996, the County of Santa Barbara used Coastal Resource Enhancement Funds (CREF) to construct a 

bridge across Gaviota Creek at the entrance to Gaviota State Park. The bridge was made of a railroad flat car 
and replaced an old-style “Arizona crossing” which presented a barrier to steelhead passage. Unfortunately, 
a last-minute decision by State Parks set the flat car bridge at too low an elevation, and now it is repeatedly 
clogged with the vegetation that washes downstream. When the bridge was constructed, State Parks en-
tered into a Stream-Bed Alteration Agreement with the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) 
which requires them to maintain fish 
passage at all times beneath their bridge.  

This clog of vegetation should be regu-
larly cleaned out to maintain fish pas-
sage but State Parks claims they don’t 
have the money to do so routinely. So 
this stream crossing, even with the sig-
nificant investment of public money 
meant to fix the problem,  remains a bar-
rier to steelhead migration. In the short 
term, CRC will continue to work with 
CDFW and State Parks to get this issue 
resolved.  The long-term solution is the 
construction of a new Park access road 
which avoids the floodplain. The new 
road alignment would also eliminate the 
flooding of the Park which occurs almost 
every winter 

Clogged with vegetation, the area under the bridge at 

the entrance to Gaviota State Park still remains a barrier 

to steelhead, even after the expenditure of public funds 

in 1996 to solve this very problem. 

OUR FAVORITE NATURE EDUCATION PROGRAMS 

We provide continuing financial support to these local nature education programs. Click on the links to learn 

more about them. 

 

NatureTrack 

Kids in Nature 

https://naturetrack.org/
https://www.ccber.ucsb.edu/KIN

