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Failing Highway 101 Structures Interrupt Fish Passage Project
Substandard and failing highway retaining walls along Gaviota Creek could prevent the removal of the concrete structures that
block the endangered Southern Steelhead from migrating upstream. Through the Gaviota Pass, Highway 101 and the creek are
squeezed into a narrow corridor together. The highway is supported, very precariously, by un-reinforced boulder and sac-crete
walls, as one can see in the photo below. The walls contain no rebar; gravity is the only thing holding them in place. In many areas
they have become undermined or sections have fallen into the creek and have been washed away. Some of these places appear
to be compromising the highway foundation and the safety of those traveling 101.
In a recent presentation to the Central
Coast FishPac, our fish-passage specialist
and project partner, South Coast Habitat
Restoration, passed on the recommendation from their engineers that the old highway walls need to be replaced with rein-

The walls supporting the
highway contain no rebar;
gravity is the only thing holding them in place.

View of Retaining Structures Along Gaviota Creek

forced concrete walls before the fish passage barriers can be removed. Caltrans’
engineers agree, however this means the
project will become much more expensive,
potentially in the range of $20-$30 million
of which roughly only 5% of this cost would
be necessary to just remove the fish passage barriers.

The barriers in Gaviota Creek are considered to be the highest priority by Caltrans for removal of anywhere within District 5,
which includes Santa Barbara, San Luis Obispo, Monterey, and San Benito counties. This safety improvement and associated fish
passage remediation falls squarely within Caltrans’ mandate and we are pushing Caltrans to take the lead on this project. The
project has support from Third District Supervisor Joan Hartmann, Assemblymember Monique Limon, and Senator Hannah Beth
Jackson. This preliminary engineering work has been funded by the Coastal Conservancy, Patagonia, SB County CREF, and Coastal
Ranches Conservancy.

We Thank Our Donors
In 2018, Coastal Ranches Conservancy raised a record amount to support our nature education programs and our Gaviota Creek
watershed projects. Thank you to everyone who helped to make last year an exceptional year for us. And help us make 2019
equally productive by visiting www.coastalranchesconservancy.org and donating there through PayPal or send a check to our
street address:
68 Hollister Ranch Rd., Gaviota, CA 93117 – Phone (805) 567-5957
A California Non-Profit 501(c)(3) Organization Federal Tax ID 68-0554135

Two Steelhead Spotted In Gaviota Creek
Two endangered Southern Steelhead trout about 12” long were
spotted recently in Gaviota Creek. They were swimming in a pool
below one of the major fish passage barriers on the creek. These
are believed to be the first steelhead seen in Gaviota Creek since
the drought began in 2012. The spring-fed headwaters are
known to contain several permanent refuge pools which allow
fish to survive drought conditions.
Fires and the floods that follow have been particularly hard on a
number of small populations of steelhead in the headwaters of
Southern California streams these last few years. This makes
these local steelhead especially precious.

First Steelhead seen in Gaviota Creek
since the drought began 8 years ago
Gaviota Creek Steelhead

Oak Group Supports Restoration of the Gaviota Creek WaOak Group Supports Restoration of the Gaviota Creek Watershed
tershed
Two shows of new paintings of the coastlines and canyons of Santa Barbara County, including the Gaviota Coast, by the Oak
Two shows of new paintings from the Oak Group of the Gaviota Coast are planned
Group artists are planned in the summer and fall of 2019.
in the summer and fall of 2019. The first show opens June 29 at the Sullivan Goss
Gallery
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This is a chance to support conservation and get a wonderful painting at
the same time.
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