
We have just received notice that 

the State Coastal Conservancy staf 
will recommend that the Conservan-

cy award Proposition One funding 

to our partner, South Coast Habitat 

Restoration, to begin developing the 

engineering designs to remove the 

lower ive steelhead barriers in Gavi-
ota Creek. This work will be done by 

the civil engineering irm Waterways 
Consulting, with oices in Santa Cruz, 
and CH2M as consulting engineers 

for the structural design work. Coastal 

Ranches Conservancy will be provid-

ing $50,000 of matching funds to the 

grant with additional matching funds 

coming from Patagonia and the County 

of Santa Barbara’s Coastal Resource 

Enhancement Fund. This phase of the 

work will take 18-24 months to com-

plete and will require close coordination 

with Caltrans, California State Parks, 

the National Marine Fisheries Service, 

and the California Department of Fish 

and Wildlife.

“We intend to just keep working our 
way up stream until we have removed 

all of the barriers in Gaviota Creek” 
says Moe Gomez of South Coast 
Habitat Restoration. “It will take 

awhile but we have a good team of 

consultants and stakeholders that 

are focused on helping the ish.”  The 
project is expected to begin by the 

second quarter of 2018.

  

Let the Work Begin... Grant to Begin Steelhead 

Barrier Removal in Gaviota Creek Expected

Big Southern Steelhead in Arroyo Hondo Creek, 2017 • Photo courtesy of Sally Isaacson, Land Trust of Santa Barbara County
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• Restoring the Gaviota Creek Estuary Report 
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A study of the Gaviota Creek estuary 
in Gaviota State Park has just been 
completed by Wayne Ferren and 
Elihu Gevirtz of Channel Islands 
Restoration. This study, funded by 

Coastal Ranches Conservancy, 

looks at the history of the estuary 

and various res-

toration options. 

Estuaries act 

as nurseries for 

many species 

of ish and 
are incredibly 

productive. This 

productivity 

supports ma-

rine mammal, 

bird, and ish 
populations. Most estuaries along 

the California coast have sufered 
disturbance and the Gaviota Creek 
estuary is no diferent, having been 
reduced in size from its original 11 
acres to now just 2 acres. A number 

of options are available to restore a 

portion of the estuary by expanding 

its current size and thus regaining 
some lost productivity.

Restoring the Gaviota Creek Estuary- What are the Possibilities?

The study, which can be found on our website at:
 www.coastalranchesconservancy.org reports the following:

• The Gaviota Creek estuary was originally 11 acres in size; today it is only 2 acres
• Short-term, it is possible to increase the size of the 
estuary to 5 acres without re-coniguring the parking or 
campground areas.

• Long-term plans by the State Park to relocate the camp-

ground would open up an opportunity to increase the size 
of the estuary to about 10 or more acres, 

close to its original size.
• Expansion of the estuary should have a beneicial im-

pact on the Southern Steelhead population in the creek 

and is called for in the federal recovery plan for 

this species.

• A restored estuary will likely increase shorebird popula-

tions and diversity, improve recreational ishing, and beneit the Kashtayit Marine 
Conservation Area, just ofshore.

Successful estuary restorations have been done on the Malibu Lagoon, at Bolsa 
Chica in Huntington Beach, and at the Deveraux Lagoon in Goleta. Fish popula-

tions respond quickly in restored estuaries, for example, at Bolsa Chica, ish num-

bers and diversity went from almost zero prior to restoration to levels comparable 
to other, nearby, healthy estuaries within three years.

 

The Gaviota Creek 

estuary was 

originally 11 acres; 

today it is only 

2 acres



Gaviota Terminal Property
The 43 acre Gaviota Ter-
minal property, just above 

Gaviota State Park, has 
been used for more than 120 

years to process and store 

petroleum-related products. 

The irst facilities at the site 
date back to 1896, when the 

Alcatraz Asphalt Company 
erected an asphalt process-

ing plant and a deep water 

wharf at the site. Since 1904, 

various oil companies have 

used the property for the 

storage of crude oil and for 

the loading of tankers an-

choring ofshore. The loading 
of tankers stopped in 1994 

and the terminal ceased 

overall operations in 2005.

The current owners are in the 

process of cleaning up the 

soil pollution on the property and have 

discussed selling it to the Trust for Pub-

lic Land, who is willing to facilitate the 
purchase of the property for the public. 

property is completely surrounded 

by Gaviota State Park, we hope that 
it can be added to the Park, once it 

is cleaned up.

The clean-up is being overseen by the 

local Regional Water Quality Control 
Board and is expected to be complet-

ed within the next 3-4 years. Since the 

TROUT IN THE CLASSROOM A BIG SUCCESS
All 98 students at Vista de Las Cru-
ces School joined early this year in a 

six-week long Trout in the Classroom 

program, funded by Coastal Ranches 

Conservancy. Trout in the Classroom is 

a nation-wide program (www.troutinthe-

classroom.org) which ofers students 
of all ages a chance to raise trout in a 

classroom aquarium and then release 

them into a nearby stream or lake. 

Since the Vista school is located next to 

Gaviota Creek, this unique program is 
especially relevant. 

At the beginning of the program every 

student receives their own baby trout 

“fry” which is kept in a special aquarium 
in the classroom. Caring for their ish 
while learning about healthy water-

sheds, a trout’s life cycle, and how their 

personal actions afect our aquatic 
resources helps to foster a conservation 

ethic in the student.

The course was taught by Ellen Morris 

from Central Coast Salmon Enhance-

ment, an Arroyo Grande non-proit, 
who said “It was great to be able 

to deliver the program to the entire 

school. From preschooler to 8th grader 

the kids all had something in common 

they were working on. That doesn’t 

happen too often.” After visiting the 
Arroyo Hondo Preserve to see the ish 
ladder, the inal ield trip was to Lopez 
Lake where each student released their 
own personal trout into the lake.

The program will be taught again this 

school year to the entire student body, 

but with smaller groups of just 4-5   

students. With the continued support 
of our donors, Coastal Ranches Con-

servancy hopes to continue to provide 

the necessary funding.

WE NEED YOUR HELP...
• To continue the important work of re-
storing the Gaviota Creek Watershed.
• To provide our kids a nature educa-
tion experience that is not a normal 
part of the school curriculum.

• To help our local ranchers and 
farmers protect their land with con-
servation easements.

IT TAKES YOUR DONATION.
Please go to our website at:  
www.coastalranchesconservancy.org 

and donate there through PayPal. 

Or put a check in the mail to us at:
68 Hollister Ranch Road, 

Gaviota, CA 93117 

We just can’t do it without you.

Niley McGibben releases her trout into Lake Lopez



Visit us at 
www.coastalranchesconservancy.orgCOASTAL RANCHES CONSERVANCY

68 Hollister Ranch Rd.
Gaviota , CA  93117

SUPPORTING NATURE CONSERVATION, RESTORATION, 

AND EDUCATION ON THE GAVIOTA COAST

Visit us at:

www.coastalranchesconservancy.org

TROUT IN THE CLASSROOM 
Kindergarten students from 
Vista de Las Cruces school 
get ready to release their 
trout into Lake Lopez.


