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Coastal Ranches Conservancy announced 
our commitment to restoring the Gavio-
ta Creek Watershed some 90 days ago 
and momentum for the project is start-
ing to build. We are encouraged to see 
indications of 
strong communi-
ty support for the 
project: 

 •  We have 
provided $5,000 
each (a total of 
$10,000) to our 
partners, the 
California Range-
land Trust and the Land Trust for Santa 
Barbara County, earmarked to buy 
additional conservation easements in 
the watershed. We anticipate this “seed 
money” will encourage additional and 

Surveyors identify steelhead passage barriers in Gaviota Creek, between the north and southboutd lanes of Highway 101

Coastal Ranches 
Conservancy makes 

$10,000 Donation for 
Gaviota Watershed 

Protection

larger donations from other sources.
•   The Rangeland Trust and Land 
Trust continue to work with property 
owners in the watershed to answer 
their questions about conservation 

easements on 
their land.

•  Coast-
al Ranches 
Conservancy 
is working on 
a draft water-
shed plan for 
review by all the 
stakeholders. 

State Park staff and other profession-
als have helped with the details and 
direction of the Plan. Once the Draft 
Plan is finalized, CRC will release it to 
the public for additional comments.

 
•   Coastal Ranches Conservancy con-
tinues to raise funds for this important 
watershed restoration work.

Considering the restoration planning is 
in the early stages, we are very pleased 
with the positive response.

Gaviota Creek Watershed Restoration
Surveyors identify steelhead passage barriers in Gaviota Creek, between the north & southbound lanes of Hwy 101

Gaviota Creek is the largest watershed on the 
Gaviota Coast, about 13,000 acres in size.  The 
watershed is almost completely in its natural 
condition and over 75% is already protected from 
development through conservation easements held 
on private ranch lands or in public ownership by 
the State Department of Parks and Recreation and 
Los Padres National Forest.
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Using funds from Coastal 
Ranches Conservancy, the 
Natural Resource Con-
servation Service, and 
a few individual donors, 
the Land Trust for Santa 
Barbara County will soon 
complete the pasture 
fencing and water troughs 
needed to fully implement 
conservation grazing on 
the Land Trust’s Arroyo 
Hondo Preserve. This 
project is examining 
how carefully controlled 
cattle grazing can reduce 
wildfire fuels and encourage the 
re-establishment of native plants 
on an east-facing hillside in the 
Preserve. The pasture is heavily 
infested with non-native plants like 
Black Mustard and Poison Hemlock 
which crowd-out native plants. The 
site and grazing plan is monitored 
by Dr. Marc Horney of Cal Poly SLO 
and his students. They guide all of 
the key decisions on the timing and 
intensity of grazing.
Thanks to our donors’ generosity, 
we were able to fund Phase I of this 
project in time for the main fence 
to be built in the early winter of 

2014. In January, thirty-five cow/calf 
pairs were brought in and grazed for 
18 days; for the first time in over 20 
years. The timing was good because 
the site was grazed off before the 
mustard plants flowered. The next 
planned grazing cycle will be this 
winter. We expect it will take several 
years to deplete the seed reservoir of 
the invasive plants so that natives can 
move back in. 
We are optimistic that, over time, this 
project will develop grazing manage-
ment techniques that can be applied 
more widely on the Gaviota Coast.

Arroyo Honda Conservation Grazing: Phase 2 Funded  “The Land Trust of Santa Barbara 

County’s funding application 

scored very high on the NRCS 

ranking process. Factors such as 

the prospect of adopting a rest/

rotation grazing system using 

cross fencing, developing stock-

water available to both livestock 

and wildlife, controlling invasive 

weeds, fire hazard reduction, 

protection of the Arroyo Hondo 

riparian ecosystem from sedi-

mentation, and the integration 

of Cal Poly faculty and student 

participation all pointed towards 

an excellent project plan and the 

award of funding.”

 Jeff Rodriguez, 
 NRCS District 
 Conservationist

Gerry Williams and family provided the cattle for the 2015 season.

John Warner of the Land Trust and Richard King, Grazing Consultant, 
taking a plant survey after this first year’s grazing.
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After Coastal Ranches Conservancy sup-
ported a project at Gaviota State Park 
to remove castor beans 6 years ago, 
the castor beans have re-invaded the 
coastal bluff top at the Park and are 
gradually spreading inland. Due to State 
Park budget constraints there has been 
little follow-up since then and the seeds 

Gerry Williams and family provided the cattle for the 2015 season.

Gaviota State Park Castor Bean Removal
left behind have re-sprouted. We hope 
to raise sufficient funds to pay for a 3 
year program that should result in the 
complete eradication of this plant from 
the Park. We need to raise $15,000 
for this project and the State Park has 
agreed to provide matching funds in the 
form of labor to do the field work.

Castor Bean Plants along State Park Road. Note Seed Pods.

“Kids in Nature” is a program that pro-
vides field trips and nature-based sci-
ence education to elementary school 
children in disadvantaged school 
districts in Santa Barbara County. The 
program is run by UCSB’s Cheadle 
Center for Biodiversity and Ecological 
Restoration 
and is 15 years 
old with a 
proven record 
of success. 
The program 
utilizes UCSB 
students as 
mentors to the 
fifth graders 
and these student mentors simulta-
neously undergo training in teaching 
the science curriculum that has been 
developed. CRC raised $7,500 for this 
program in 2015. This is our first year 
funding Kids in Nature and we believe 
it is a very valuable program which 
we hope you will continue to support 
through your donations, to allow us to 
continue our funding in future years. 
To learn more, visit: http://ccber.ucsb.
edu/education/kids-nature
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Kids in Nature Field Trip explores the Arroyo Hondo Preserve.




